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Facilities for Oiled Wildlife
• What is a facility?
• Functions of a facility
• Setting up a Beachhead Collection Point
• Setting up a Forward Holding Centre
• Building cages and pens
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What is a facility?
• Artificial environment to 

facilitate the optimal treatment 
of animals

• Shelter from elements
• Space, Electricity, Water 
• Environmental control 

(temperature, humidity, 
ventilation-aircon)

• Facility has departments
• Inside departments: housing of 

animals



What is a facility?
• Permanent wildlife centre

• All systems functional

• Building of opportunity
• Empty, available
• Right location
• To be transformed

• Tent setup
• Flexibility
• To be constructed



Functions of a facility?
• Beachhead Collection Point

• Short stay of animals
• not overnight

• Forward Holding Centre
• Stabilisation
• Keep alive

• (for transport, washing)

• Wildlife Rehab Centre
• All rehabilitation functions

• Shelter
• Warmth (lamp)
• In boxes

• Shelter
• Climatised
• Proper housing
• Triage
• Feeding

• FHC+
• Wash room
• Pools
• Release programme



Setup of Beachhead Collection Point(BCP)
• Temporary 

accommodation for 
animals just captured

• Animals in boxes
• No animals at night
• Near to the beach
• Simple set-up

• A vehicle (and/or tent)
• A building with a 

ventilated and warm 
room



Setup of a Forward Holding Centre(FHC)

• Forward Holding Centre
• Receives all animals from 

field operations/ BCP`s
• Stabilises and keeps 

animals alive until Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Centre is 
available

• Animals stay at night

Parking

Reception
Stabilisation Supporting units



Setup of a Forward Holding Centre
Zoning
•Flow of visitors

• To desk of reception
•Flow of staff

• Clean areas
• Dirty areas

• Via decontamination
•Flow of animals

• One direction 
• (no crossing)



Animal housing – dirty area

• Environment
– Warm (18-20oC)
– Natural light
– Some artificial light

• Hygiene
– Washable floors & walls
– Well ventilated
– Quiet area



Housing the animals - caging



Housing the animals – caging detail



Alternatives include:
• Dry, clean wood 

 
shavings

• Layers of towels
• NO

 

hay or straw
• NOT

 

in direct 

 
contact with hard 

 
surfaces

Animal housing - alternatives
• Net‐bottomed cages may not be immediately 

 
available

• They are also not suitable for waders or swans



Animal kitchen
• Various preparations

– Rehydration fluids
– Fish/pellets/…

• Ergonomics



POSOW Manual



Thank you very much! 
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